[Renal amyloidosis].
Amyloidosis is defined as the extracellular deposition of proteins that have the capacity to form beta-pleated sheets and become insoluble. More than 17 types of amyloidosis have been described. Systemic light chain amyloid (AL) and AA amyloid (secondary to chronic inflammatory process) are by far the most frequent forms of amyloidosis. In these systemic forms, organs involved are the kidneys, the heart and the gastrointestinal tract in AL amyloidosis. The diagnostic can be established only by tissue biopsy. Treatment of primary amyloidosis (AL) aims at suppressing the responsible clone whereas treatment of secondary amyloidosis relies on controlling the underlying inflammatory process. Prognosis is globally poor and depends on the extend of organs involvement particularly cardiac and renal. The prognosis is even worse in patients requiring dialysis.